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Red beans and rice anyone?

By Lisa T. Mathis

Progress Editorial Assistant

The Menmmorial Frank Martin
Jr. Red Beans and Rice Lun-
cheon was held last Friday, and
the annual gathering was a suc-
Cess,

It all started with an abun-
dance of rice and creative think-
ing.

“In 1992 the Food Bank re-
ceived a huge supply of rice. We
gave it away. We sold it, and we
still had a bunch" explained
Martin’s widow, Sha’nah Mar-
tin. "It was tax time. People were
paying ta d were broke.”

So the Bank decided 1o
put the rice to good use, Having
a red beans and rice luncheon
would serve many purposes.
People low on funds from tax
season could receive a cheap
meal. It would raise awareness
about hunger in America, raise
much-needed funds for the
Viregrass Area United Way
Food Bank, and garmner dona-
tons from taxpayers who need-

a tax break.

‘It was onginally centered
wround tax day, but different
lay and time availability for
ocations has shifted the day
wound a bit," cxplained Mrs.
dartin,

Food critic Chef Michael
igler, president of the Wire-
rass Chapler of the Ascocia-
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Heaven's Island, a steel drum band from St. Columba Catholic Church, entertained guests at the Memorial Frank Martin Jr.
Red Beans and Rice luncheon last Friday. The annual gathering was a success.

lumba Catholic Church, enter- in the pasi 15 years, or it would go back 1o them.” October 1995 and the fundrais-
tained guests Frank Martin Jr. was an origi-  So a food bank was created. ing luncheon was named afier
The Wiregrass Area United nal board member and wils very “My husband said he would him shortly thereafier.

Way Food Bank was founded  instrumental in getting the food  do it for six months, His six The Wircgrass Arca United
by Tommy Ricketts and the late  bank started. It was founded in  months wmed into years.” Way Food Bank has ongoing
Frank Martin Jr. It primurily® July of 1990 and operated under ~ Mrs. Martin remembers one  efforts to feed the hungry. The
SErves six counties in southeast  the umbrella of the United Way day in particular during the . Tood bank alsg offers classes on
Alabama: Dale, Coffee, Gene-  for the first three yéars. building of the warehouse g i o T Sl
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